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The Spotted Thick-knee Burhinus capensis in this observation has
taken up residence in the grounds of a village complex in Edgemead
some time in 2011. As is to be expected of nocturnal birds, it moves
about at night and keeps a low profile during the day, but is regularly
seen by the villagers and gardeners. Its cryptic colouring is good
camouflage and it often takes the keen eyes of a birder to pick it up.

The point of note is that it has no feet. Both feet are gone and it gets
around by hopping on the two stumps. At rest, it crouches on the
ankles with tarsi sticking up in the air on both sides of the body.
There is no obvious wounding of the legs but there was some netting
shagged around the flank, as can be seen in the picture. Since this
picture was taken, the bird was cornered and the netting removed.
None the worse, it seems to have adjusted to its handicap and is
making a living getting around the garden. It has been seen to fly but
does so reluctantly.
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