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Abstract

House Crows Corvus splendens are originally from southern Asia and
are considered one of the most invasive birds in the world (Meininger
et al. 1980, Nyari et al. 2006, Ryall 2010). They are invading parts of
South Africa, mostly along the coastal areas in three provinces
(Western Cape, Eastern Cape, and KwaZulu-Natal) (SABAP2). Here
we discuss the distribution of House Crows within the eThekwini Mu-
nicipality, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal from 2019-2023 records collected
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by the eThekwini Municipality and South African National Biodiversity
Institute (SANBI) officials. The record includes the one known roost-
ing site within the Durban Central and most preferred areas within the
city.

Introduction

In South Africa, House Crows Corvus splendens are listed as catego-
ry 1a under the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act
(NEM:BA; 2004): Alien and Invasive Species Regulations (revised in
2020), thus, requiring compulsory control and eradication. Studies
have shown that the House Crow causes major issues, as they quick-
ly outcompete indigenous species through predation, destruction of
eggs and nesting sites of those species (Ryall 1992). It is regarded as
a pest due to its impact on livestock and agricultural crops (Puttoo &
Archer 2003). In addition, Johan et al. (2022) stated that House
Crows are known to transmit pathogens and diseases that can be
transmitted to humans. Fuelled by the availability of food and condu-
cive habitat, House Crows inhabit human settlement areas especially
urban, suburban and industrial areas (Hockey et al. 2005, Suliman et
al. 2011). They are highly opportunistic birds and omnivorous in feed-
ing mode which allows them to survive in diverse environments.

Observation

According to eThekwini officials, the surveillance and eradication of
House Crow was first done in the 1990s, another between 2009 and
2013, and again between 2016 and 2018 where an estimate of few
birds remained (Terry Stewart and Bheka Nxele pers. comm.). How-
ever, the follow-up program was delayed allowing the birds to resur-
face again multiplying exponentially in numbers. Hence, the
eThekwini Municipality and SANBI officials re-initiated the surveil-
lance and monitoring of the House Crow within the municipality.

From August 2019, different areas within eThekwini Municipality were
then visited to search and monitor House Crow movement from
08h00 until 12h00 once a month by a maximum of four observers.



Mashao et al: House Crows in eThekwini, South Africa

House Crows were sighted by driving and walking slowly along the
road network, looking and listening to their calls. Once a bird was
sighted, the following were recorded: number of individuals, date,
time, location (GPS coordinates) and activity. Data was then captured
on Microsoft Excel and later analysed on both Google Earth and
ArcGIS.

Therefore, when the results from the 2019-2023 surveillance and
Second Southern African Bird Atlas Project (SABAP2) records were
compared, SABAP2 data showed a wider distribution of House Crows
in eThekwini Municipality,ranging from Umdloti, north of Durban to
Umgababa, south of Durban and inland as far as the Hillcrest/Gillitts
areas. However, from the 2019-2023 surveillance results it was clear
that House Crow distribution was reduced and only concentrated to
the Durban coastal areas from Blue Lagoon in Durban North to
Isipingo to the south of Durban. Few sightings of the species were
observed in the Pinetown area while there was nothing reported in
the Hillcrest/Gillitts, Umgababa and Umdloti areas as indicated in the
SABAP2 data (Figure
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Figure 1: S
ince with majority of records within the eThekwini Municipality
(SABAP2, 2023).

ABAP 27 House Crow distribution for KwaZulu Natal Prov-
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Most sightings of the species were recorded around the Durban Har-
bour, Durban South Beach, Durban North Beach, Durban Central,
Berea, Umbilo and Merewent. The most preferred areas were public
parks, primary school fields, taxi ranks, and around recreational areas
such as UShaka Marine World, Yacht Basin and the beach. On many
occasions they were observed feeding on almost anything, flying
around, chasing other birds or perching on trees (Figure 2).

Observations also indicated that during the day birds were mostly ob-
served in pairs, groups of three to 20 and on few occasions up to 30
birds. Later in the day, at around 17h00, groups of 30 to 40 birds
were observed as they prepared to fly to their roost site. The largest
group ever reported was at the only roosting site (West Street Ceme-
tery, Durban Central) where an estimate of 400 to 500 birds were rec-
orded: see here) (Figures 3-5).

Google Earth

Figure 2: Google Earth Map showing the 2019-2023 distribution of
House Crow within the eThekwini Municipality, records collected by
eThekwini Municipality and SANBI officials.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_4kXEBwiFwSOI1pum5NwP3JQ6MC8soMp/view?usp=drive_link
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Figure 3: House Crows at the beach
" (Durban South Beach, eThekwini

Figure 4: House Crows at a public park

(The Workshop, Durban Central, eThekwini
Municipality, Durban).

Figure 5: House Crows on the road next to a Public
Park in Durban at North Beach
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In the rural parts of eThekwini Municipality, no House Crows were ob-
served. All the sightings were either in the urban or suburban parts of
the municipality.
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