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Peregrine Falcons (Falco peregrinus) are known to forage at sea,
taking small seabird species such as prions (Pachyptila sp) or diving-
petrels (Pelecanoides sp) by catching them in flight (Marchant &
Higgins 1993; Hockey et al. 2005). Here | report on an attempt by
two Peregrine Falcons to retrieve an item of prey (a Red-eyed Dove
Streptopelia semitorquata) from the surface of the sea.

On 12 August 2012 while sea kayaking approximately 500 m
offshore at Glencairn, near the wreck of the Glencairn S34°09'
E18°26', | observed an interaction between two Peregrine Falcons,
and two Kelp Gulls (Larus dominicanus). Initially all four birds were
close together 10 m above the surface of the sea. While | was
watching | noted a fifth, smaller bird, as it was dropped by one of the
birds (I was unsure which had dropped it). The smaller bird, which
was apparently dead, fell to the sea’s surface. A gull landed on the
water next to it to attempt to eat it. | moved closer in order to identify
the dead bird, causing the gull to abandon it. As | moved away, one
of the falcons then made at least four attempts to pick the bird
carcase (which | was able to identify as a Red-eyed Dove) off the
surface of the water. It failed each time, and with time, the carcase
was slowly becoming water logged and sinking.

It appeared likely that one of the falcons had killed the dove, and the
gulls had then successfully forced the falcon to drop the dove.
Peregrine Falcons usually take their food in the air, but are known to
take some prey on the ground (Marchant & Higgins 1993; Hockey et

al. 2005). However, it is unusual to see them attempt to take
something from the sea’s surface. Kelp Gulls are well known for
kleptoparasitism from a range of species (Higgins & Davies 1996;
Hockey et al. 2005), though it is not usual for them to do this to a bird
of prey such as a Peregrine Falcon. They do sometime take scraps
left over by raptors such as Osprey Pandion haliaetus (Hockey et al.
2005). Being opportunist feeders, they are also well adapted to
taking advantage of any situations that may arise nearby, such as if
the falcon was struggling with controlling its prey.
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