
Hribar: A tachinid fly collected in a carbon dioxide-baited light trap         Biodiversity Observations (2026) 16: 75-76 

 

A tachinid fly, Archytas (Archytas) nonamensis  
(Diptera: Tachinidae), collected in a carbon  

dioxide-baited light trap 

Lawrence J. Hribar 

Hribar LJ  2026. A tachinid fly, Archytas (Archytas) nonamensis (Diptera: Tachinidae), 

collected in a carbon dioxide-baited light trap. Biodiversity Observations 16: 75–76.  

16 June 2026 

DOI:  10.15641/bo.1805 

https://journals.uct.ac.za/index.php/BO/article/view/1805


Hribar: A tachinid fly collected in a carbon dioxide-baited light trap         Biodiversity Observations (2026) 16: 75-76 

75 

ENTOMOLOGY 

A tachinid fly, Archytas (Archytas) nonamensis 

(Diptera: Tachinidae), collected in a carbon  

dioxide-baited light trap 
 

Lawrence J. Hribar 

Florida Keys Mosquito Control District, 503 107th Street, Marathon, 

Florida, 33050, USA 

email: lhribar@keysmosquito.org  

 

Abstract 

A female tachinid fly, Archytas (A.) nonamensis Ravlin, 1984, was 
found in a carbon dioxide-baited light trap on 17–18 April 2025, at  
Angelfish Key (25.3279°N, 80.2609°W), Florida, USA. 

Observation 

A female tachinid fly, Archytas (A.) nonamensis Ravlin, 1984, was 
found in a carbon dioxide-baited light trap set for mosquito surveil-
lance. Collection data are as follows: FL, Monroe Co., Angelfish Key, 
Sunrise Cay Dr., 17–18 March 2025, A. Loftus, coll., ABC trap. Angel-
fish Key (25.3279°N, 80.2609°W) is a small island close to the north-
ern limit of the Florida Keys, south of Miami. 

Archytas (A.) nonamensis Ravlin was described in Ravlin & Stehr 
(1984). The type locality is, as the specific epithet indicates, No Name 

Key. The type series also includes a specimen from Key Largo 
(Ravlin 1975). Ravlin (1975) also reported a specimen from Matheson 
Hammock, which is in Miami-Dade County. This report from Angelfish 
Key is a new locality record. 

Seven species in the genus Archytas have been reported from Flori-
da, with most records from the northern parts of the State (Patton 
1958, Arnaud 1978, O’Hara 2016). Two more Archytas (Archytas) 
species are known from Florida besides A. nonamensis: marmoratus 
(Townsend, 1915) – Patton (1958) reported a specimen from Miami-
Dade County; and rufiventris Curran, 1928 – the types are from Miami
-Dade County. One other species of this subgenus may occur in  
Florida: A. (A.) apicifer (Walker) is reported “throughout North  
America” (O’Hara 2016). Four Archytas (Nemochaeta) species have 
been found in Florida: aterrimus (Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830),  
convexiforceps Brooks, 1949 – types are from Miami-Dade County, 
Ravlin & Stehr (1984) write that it is rare; lateralis (Macquart, 1844); 
and metallicus (Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830).  

All known hosts for Archytas larvae are Lepidoptera: Lasiocampidae, 
Noctuidae, Erebidae (Arctiinae), Megalopygidae, Notodontidae, 
Psychidae (Arnaud 1978). The larval host for A. nonamensis is  
unknown. 

When Ravlin (1975) specified collection methods, they were Malaise 
traps or McPhail traps. This is the first collection of A. nonamensis in 
a carbon dioxide-baited light trap (ABC [American Biophysics Compa-
ny] trap, Clarke, Inc., St. Charles, IL). Malaise traps passively collect 
whatever flies into them (Malaise 1937). McPhail traps are  
sugar-baited traps (McPhail 1937) that can be used to collect a  
number of Diptera species (Steyskal 1977). Tachinidae are commonly 
collected on flowers (Reinhard 1919) so their attraction to the sugar 
bait is not a surprise. Why was this specimen collected in a light trap? 
Most tachinid species are diurnal, and a few are crepuscular or  
nocturnal (Stireman et al. 2006). Yet Frost (1964, 1966, 1969)  
collected 57 species of Tachinidae in light traps in central Florida,  
including A. aterrimus. Sparks et al. (1986) caught two species of 
tachinids in light traps 32 to 160 km offshore in the Gulf of Mexico, 
one of which was A. apicifer. In all cited papers, very few specimens 
of all tachinid species were collected, in most cases less than 10.  
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The specimen of Archytas (Archytas) nonamensis reported here from 
Angelfish Key in southern Florida has been retained in the Florida 
Keys Mosquito Control District insect collection. 
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