H u . . biodiversity
BIOdlverSIty Observatlons observations
A http://bo.adu.org.za/ b

ADU

An electronic journal published by the Animal Demography Unit at the University of Cape Town

The scope of Biodiversity Observations consists of papers describing observations about biodiversity in general, including animals, plants, algae
and fungi. This includes observations of behaviour, breeding and flowering patterns, distributions and range extensions, foraging, food,
movement, measurements, habitat and colouration/plumage variations. Biotic interactions such as pollination, fruit dispersal, herbivory and
predation fall within the scope, as well as the use of indigenous and exotic species by humans. Observations of naturalised plants and animals
will also be considered. Biodiversity Observations will also publish a variety of other interesting or relevant biodiversity material: reports of
projects and conferences, annotated checklists for a site or region, specialist bibliographies, book reviews and any other appropriate material.
Further details and guidelines to authors are on this website.

Lead Editor: Arnold van der Westhuizen — Paper Editor: Arnold van der Westhuizen

AN UNUSUAL MEAL FOR AFRICAN BLACK OYSTERCATCHER HAEMATOPUS MOQUINI CHICKS

Dane M Paijmans

Recommended citation format:
Paijmans DM 2016. An unusual meal for African Black Oystercatcher Haematopus moquini chicks, Biodiversity Observations, Vol 7:12: 1-2.

URL: http://bo.adu.org.za/content.php?id=205

Published online: 24 February 2016

—ISSN 2219-0341 -


http://bo.adu.org.za/
http://bo.adu.org.za/content.php?id=205

Biodiversity Observations, Vol 7.12: 1-2 E

AN UNUSUAL MEAL FOR AFRICAN BLACK
OYSTERCATCHER HAEMATOPUS MOQUINI CHICKS
Dane M Paijmans*

DST/NRF Centre of Excellence,

Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology,

University of Cape Town, Rondebosch, 7701, South Africa

* Corresponding author: d.paijmans@gmail.com

African Black Oystercatchers Haematopus moquini feed on a variety
of marine invertebrates such as molluscs (mussels, limpets and
snails), polychaetes and crustaceans (Hockey 1996). They are even
known to forage for insects (Ryan and Visagie 2008) and possibly
fish (Paijmans 2013). This diet may vary depending on the shoreline
they occupy (sandy/rocky), as rocky shore individuals mostly forage
on exposed prey while sandy shore individuals are known to probe
for buried food items (Hockey 1996). There is further separation in
chosen food items during breeding and non-breeding seasons as
chicks are fed a variety of prey items (Hockey and Underhill 1984).

On 7 March 2013, while monitoring the oystercatcher nesting site at
Noordhoek beach (S34°07' E18°20'), | noticed an earthworm
(Oligochaeta) placed over one of the chicks in a pair (Fig 1). The
worm was nearly clear of any debris until handled for this photo. Prey
items are a common sight during these visits as adult oystercatchers
will abandon the prey brought for chicks when potential danger is
present. Prey items commonly seen are open mussels and limpets.

Although unusual for the African Black Oystercatcher, terrestrial
feeding on earthworms is well documented in other oystercatcher

Fig 1 — a) Pair of African Black Oystercatcher chicks at Noordhoek
beach, 7 March 2013, b) earthworm found on the second chick
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species such as the Eurasian and Magellanic Oystercatchers
(Hockey 1996). As the nest site is situated on a sandy beach and it is
near the Noordhoek wetlands it is likely the parents came across this
worm when probing the less saline soils, which they may have
chosen as it required less effort than travelling to the nearby rocky
shore.

Another interesting prey item was noted on 31 March 2013 while
monitoring the nests on Jutten Island, Saldanha Bay (S33°04'
E17°57"). In this case | found a chick feeding on a large (15 cm)
polychaete worm (Fig 2). | retreated from the nesting territory shortly
after photographing the chick to avoid causing further disturbance
the chick and parents. On returning to the nest 2 hours later, the
worm was finished (not visible) and both chicks were still there.
Although not unusual (as polychaetes are common prey) it is
interesting to see this in person.
- oo0oo -
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