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I. Title 

The title should accurately describe the manuscript and preferably not exceed 15 words in length.

To enable blind review, do not include the author names, affiliations, and contact details in the manuscript. This information should be included in the title page in a separate file, refer to the title page template.   

II. Abstract

The abstract should not be longer than 350 words for a full-length research manuscript; 200 words for a review, commentary, or conference report; and 100 words for a short research communication or case report. Editorials, medical images, short commentary on a published landmark research paper or report, and letters to the editor do not require abstracts. 

For a full-length, research manuscript a structured abstract is required comprising background that includes the study aim, methods, results, and conclusion. Abstracts required for other manuscript types may be structured or unstructured without exceeding the recommended word count. 

Keywords: Provide three to ten keywords below the abstract or title

III. Main body of the manuscript 

Research article
Research articles should report on original primary research. All types of research articles addressing epidemiological, clinical and laboratory aspects of paediatric infectious diseases will be considered. The main body of the manuscript should not exceed 6000 words and should include the following sections.

Background: This section should include the background to the study, summarise the existing literature, describe why the study was necessary and delineate the aims / objectives of the study.

Methods: This section should describe (1) the study design, (2) setting of the study, (3) the study population including relevant control groups, (4) inclusion and exclusion criteria, (5) data collection, (6) clinical and/or laboratory study procedures, interventions, and comparisons, (7) study definitions and (8) statistical methods, where appropriate should include sample size estimate, descriptive and inferential methods, and power calculations.

Results: The results should include a detailed description of the study findings with appropriate use of tables and figures. Information in tables and figures should not duplicate the information in the text. The combined number of tables and figures should not exceed 10. Relevant additional tables and figures should be included in a supplementary file and referred to in the main manuscript. Appropriate use of sub-headings is encouraged to introduce different sections of the results.

Discussion: This section should discuss the implications of the study findings in relation to existing published research. Furthermore, the discussion should include a sub-section in which the strengths and limitations of the study are discussed.

Conclusion: The conclusion should briefly summarise the manuscript, highlight potential implications and future research opportunities
 

Short research communication
Should briefly describe original research findings or a secondary data analysis. The main body of the manuscript should not exceed 1500 words and should include the following sections: Aim of the study, methods, results, and discussion. A maximum of three figures or tables may be included.

Editorial
An editorial is commissioned by invitation of the editor or handling editor and is usually linked to a specific research paper or series of research articles. The main body of the editorial should not exceed 1000 words. Where appropriate, 1 table or figure may be included.

Review or commentary
The word count should not exceed 5000 words, with appropriate use of tables, figures, and images. A maximum 6 tables, figures and anonymised images may be included. The objectives of the review or commentary should be clearly stated in the introduction of the review or commentary. A description of the literature search strategy used for identifying published articles for the review is encouraged and should be introduced with an appropriate sub-heading (e. g. literature search strategy) and positioned after the introduction. Appropriate use of sub-headings is encouraged to introduce different sections of the review or commentary. The review or commentary should be completed with a conclusion in which the implications of the subject matter, and future developments and research directions are summarised. 

Case report
The main elements should be the background that includes the aim or purpose of the case report, the case report, and the discussion. The main body of the manuscript should not exceed 1500 words. A maximum of three tables, figures or anonymised images may be included. 

Medical image
One or two high-quality, interesting and / or instructive images or anonymised photographs with an explanatory note of less than 250 words. 

Short commentary on a published landmark or important research paper or clinical / technical report
Brief commentaries are published periodically in the journal. Commentary on a single published landmark or important research paper or clinical / technical report should not exceed 500 words. Commentary on two or more landmark publications or clinical / technical reports that address a similar / related subject should not exceed 1500 words.

Conference report 
An introductory paragraph is recommended describing the conference details. The conference report should focus on new developments and their meaning for African settings. Maximum word count (excluding references): 4000 words with no more than, and 6 tables, figures, images, or photographs. 

Letter to the editor
The word count should not exceed 800 words. Where appropriate one figure or table may be included.

IV. Declarations

Author contributions: Please specify the individual contributions of all authors.
Acknowledgments: Acknowledge anyone who contributed to the research but was not included in the authorship
Funding sources: Declare all funding sources for the research reported in the manuscript.
Ethics approval statement: Manuscripts reporting studies involving human participants must include an ethics approval statement, that includes the name of the ethics committee providing approval and the ethics reference number. State whether the study was completed in accordance with the Declaration of Helsinki.
Consenting statement: A consenting statement is required for case reports and medical images. Written consent is recommended on an institutional consent form. The written consent form may be requested by the journal at any stage during the editorial process or even after publication of the final manuscript. Consent should be obtained from a parent or legal guardian if information of minors is included in the manuscript, or from adolescents who are legally old enough to give consent if their information is included in the manuscript. 

Competing interests: Authors must declare all competing interests (financial and / or non-financial). If there are no competing interests, please state: ‘The authors declare no competing interests.’.

V. References

The accuracy and completeness of the references is the responsibility of the corresponding author. References should be listed in the order that they appear in the manuscript and numbered sequentially from “1”. 

Maximum number of references

Research article: 75 references
Short research communication: 15 references
Invited editorial: 6 references
Review or commentary: 60 references
Case report: 12 references

Medical image: 3 references

Brief commentary on a landmark or important research paper or clinical/technical report: 6 references including the reviewed paper or report (if commentary focuses on a single publication) or 10 references including the reviewed papers or reports (if the commentary addresses two or more publications on a similar subject).

Conference report: 30 references

Letters to the editor: 6 references

Reference style

References should be formatted in the Vancouver style. The full version of this guide can be found UCT Libraries website (https://libguides.lib.uct.ac.za/vancouver). 	Comment by Brian Eley: Kaela, you should probably create a link to this to the website

Citing in Vancouver: Citations in the body of your paper are indicated by superscript number. 

Examples: Superscript = Johnson asserts that X is greater than y.2
	     Johnson asserts that X is greater than y.1-4
	     Johnson asserts that X is greater than y.1, 12-13

Direct quotations (exact words) must be enclosed in quotation marks, referenced, and include page numbers.

Example: Cox claims that “magnetic bead toys are hazardous for children”.2(p.278)

Bibliography / reference list

BOOKS
One Author: 
Book author. Book title. Place of Publication: Publisher; Year of publication.

Example: Baum F. The new public health. 2nd ed. South Melbourne (Australia): Oxford University Press; 2002.
Book by more than six authors:
Rule: List only the first six authors followed by ‘et al’ or ‘and others’ after the sixth author. 
Use commas to separate authors.
List the authors in the order that they appeared in the book

Example: Zweigenthal L, Puoane T, Reynolds L, London L, Coetzee D, Alperstein M, et al. Primary health care: fresh perspectives. Cape Town: Pearson-Prentice Hall; 2009.             
Book with no Author:
Rule: Enter all such references by the title of the book in your reference list.
Book title. Place of Publication: Publisher; Year of publication

Example: Intensifying action against HIV/AIDS in Africa: responding to a crisis. Washington, DC: World Bank; 2000.
Section or chapter in book:
Rule: Enter this sort of a reference in your reference list by the name of the author of the chapter NOT the name of the editor of the whole book
Author of the chapter. Title of the chapter. In Surname & Initials, editor. Title of the whole book. Place of publication: Publisher; Year of publication. Start & end page of the chapter

Example: Bagratee JS. Abnormal uterine bleeding. In Kruger TF, Botha MH, editors. Clinical gynaecology. 4th ed. Claremont (South Africa): Juta; 2011. p.237- 45.
Editor: 
Surname initials, editor. Book title. Place of Publication: Publisher; Year of publication.

Example: Kruger TF, Botha MH, editors. Clinical gynaecology. 4th ed. Claremont (South Africa): Juta; 2011
eBook without DOI:
Rule: If there is no DOI, include the platform or url.
Author’s Name & Initials. Book title. Publication place: Publisher; Year of publication [date accessed]. Available from: Name of database or url

Example: Moore KL, Persaud TVN, Torchia MG, editors. Before we are born: essentials of embryology and birth defects. 8th ed. Philadelphia, PA: Elsevier Saunders; 2013 [cited 2017 Aug 29]. Available from: https://www.clinicalkey.com 

eBook with a DOI:
Author's Name & Initials. Book title. Publication place: Publisher; Year of publication. doi: 10.12345678

Example: Vincent C. Amalberti R. Safer Healthcare. Heidelberg, Germany: Springer; 2016. [cited 2017 Aug 21]. doi: 10.1007/978-3-319-25559-0.
A section or chapter in an eBook:
Author of the chapter. Title of the chapter. In Surname & Initials, editor. Title of the whole book. Place of publication: Publisher; Year of publication. Start & end page of the chapter. [cited date - year, month abbreviated, day]. doi: 10.12345678

Example: Hodgson E. Metabolic interactions of pesticides. In Hodgson E, editor. Pesticide biotransformation and disposition.  London: Academic Press; 2012. p.149-178. [cited 2020 Dec 14]. doi: 10.1016/B978-0-12-385481-0.00007-1.


JOURNAL ARTICLE
Print journal article with one author:
Author AA. Article title. Journal title. Year of the article; Volume(Issue number): Start and end page of the article.

Example: Hendricks ML. Mandatory reporting of child abuse in South Africa: legislation explored. S Afr Med J. 2014;104(8):550-52.
Print journal article with more than six authors:
Rule: List the first six authors followed by “et al” or “and others”. The authors are listed in the order that they appear in the article. Separate them by commas.

Example: Mazanderani AF, du Plessis NM, Lumb J, Feucht UD, Myburgh M, Mayaphi SH, et al. Recommendations for the medical evaluation of children prior to adoption in South Africa. S Afr Med J. 2014;104(8):544-48.
Print journal article with no author:
Rule: This reference is entered by the title of the article in the reference list.
Title of the article. Title of the journal. Year of the article; Volume(Issue number): start and end page of the article.

Example: Effects of extended-release niacin with laropiprant in high-risk patients. N Eng J Med. 2014;371(3):203-12.
Electronic journal article from a database without DOI number:
Rule: If there is no DOI, do not include the URL for online journal article since these are very lengthy, often unstable and it is assumed that most journals have been accessed online and UCT students would have access to its online collection.
Article author AA. Title of the article. Title of the journal. Date of the article;Volume(Issue number);  Start and end page of the article [cited Year Month and date when accessed].

Example: Jha V, Mclean M, Gibbs TJ, Sandars J. Medical professionalism across cultures: a challenge for medicine and medical education. Med Tech. 2014;14(8):19-25 [cited 2017 Sept 02].
Electronic journal article from a database with DOI number:

Example: Battacharya V, Barooah PS, Nag TC, Chaudhuri GR, Batacharya S. Detail microscopic analysis of deep fascia of lower limb and its surgical implication. Indian J Plast Sur. 2010;43(2):135-40. doi: 10.4103/0970-0358.73424.        
Journal articles available free on the web:
Rule: Use the full URL of the article.

Example: Freeman M, Miller C, Ross N. The impact of individual philosophies of teamwork on multi-professional practice and the implication for education. J Interprof Care. 2000;14(3):237-47 [cited 2014 Sept 3].


WEBSITES
Document with personal author:
Document Author. Title of the document. Year of the document [Cited year abbreviated month date]. Available from: web address

Example: Hooper JF. Psychiatry & the law: forensic psychiatric resource page. 1999 [cited 2014 Oct 13]. Available from: http://bama.ua.edu
Document with an organization as author:

Example: Gene Ontology Consortium. The gene ontology. 2007 [cited 2014 Oct 13]. Available from: http://www.geneontology.org 
Document with no author:
Title of the document. Year of the document [cited year abbreviated month date]. Available from: web address

Example: Profiles in science. 1998 [cited 2014 Oct 13]. Available from: http://profiles.nlm.nih.gov.
Document with a publisher and a place of publication:
Author of the document. Title of the document. Place of publication: Publisher; Year of publication. [cited Year abbreviated month date]. Available from: web address

Example: Fugh-Berman A. PharmedOUT. Washington: Georgetown University, Department of Physiology and Biophysics; 2006 [cited 2014 Oct 13]. Available from: http://www.pharmedout.org


CONFERENCES
Unpublished conference paper:
Author A. Title of the paper. Paper presented at - title of the conference. Year Month Date of the conference; Place where the conference was held.   

Example: Lee DY. Oncothermia with chemotherapy in patients with small-cell lung cancer. Paper presented at the Conference of the International Clinical Hyperthemia Society. 2012 Oct 12-14; Yonsei University, Budapest.
Published conference paper (in a book):
Author of the paper. Title of the paper. In: Editor C, editor. Title of the book in which the conference paper is published. Proceedings of title of the conference; Year Month Date of the conference. Place where the conference was held. Place of publication of the book: Publisher; Year of publication. Start & end page of the conference paper in the book.

Example: Khan UK. Depression in the elderly. In: W Linford-Rees, editor. Nomifensine: a pharmacological and clinical profile. Proceedings of an International Symposium on Nomifensine. 1983 Oct 18-19; Cumberland Hotel, London. London: The Royal Society of Medicine; 1984. p. 87-91.
Conference proceedings:
Editor A, editor. Title of the volume. Proceedings of title of the conference. Year Month Date of the conference; Place where the conference was held. Volume publication place: Publisher; Year of publication.

Example: Kimura J, editor. Recent advances in clinical neurophysiology. Proceedings of the 10th International Congress of EMG and Clinical Neurophysiology. 1995 Oct 15-19; Kyoto, Japan. Amsterdam: Elsevier; 1996.

THESIS AND DISSERTATION
Print thesis:
Author AA. Thesis title. [type of thesis]. Name of the Institution/university. Year.

Example: Oberth G. Who governs public health? The spheres of influence in Southern African HIV/AIDS policy making. [PhD thesis]. University of Cape Town. 2013.
Electronic thesis:
Author AA. Thesis title. [type of thesis]. Name of the Institution/university. Year [Date accessed]. Available from: URL address

Example: Mametja SMS. Factors associated with late antenatal care attendance. [M.A. thesis]. University of Cape Town. 2009 [cited 2014 Sept 3]. Available from: https://open.uct.ac.za/handle/11427/9401

VI. Supplementary files

Supplementary material may be developed for aspects of the methods (e. g. an extended list of study definitions, detailed laboratory methodologies, etc.) and results (e. g.  additional / complementary tables and figures). Supplementary information should be clearly labelled and either placed at the end of the manuscript in the manuscript file or placed in a separate, dedicated supplementary file. Supplementary information must be referred to in the main manuscript.

VII. Formatting and style applicable to all manuscript types

All contributions should be in English, prepared in Microsoft word or rich text format (rtf), and formatted using paper size A with normal margin settings, Times New Roman font and single spacing. Acronyms should be spelt out at their first occurrence in the text. Abbreviations should be easily recognised. Contractions (e.g. Ms, Dr) should be given without points. 

Quotations should be enclosed in double quotation marks ("). Quotes within quotes should be enclosed in single quotation marks. Quotations of more than 25 words should be set out as a separate, indented paragraph.

Headings e.g. Title, Abstract, etc.
Use bold font, size 12. Upper case should only be used for the first letter of the first word of the heading, and the first letter of proper nouns and acronyms. Do not underline headings or number sections.
Subheadings 
Use bold font, size 11. Upper case should only be used for the first letter of the first word of the heading, and the first letter of proper nouns, and for acronyms. Do not underline subheadings or number sections.
Sub-subheadings 
Use bold font and italics, size 11. Upper case should only be used for the first letter of the first word of the heading, and the first letter of proper nouns, and for acronyms. Do not underline sub-subheadings or number sections.

Abstract and manuscript text
Use font size 11
Tables, figures, and images
Tables are encouraged and should not duplicate information presented in the text. All tables must be referred to in the text. Tables should be numbered sequentially and incorporated into the text as close to the table reference as possible and should be clearly legible. The caption / legend should be placed above the table, be left justified and the font size should be 11, refer below to Table 1. 

Table 1. Table caption / legend should be left justified and placed above the table.
	Item list
	Header 1
	Header 2
	Header 3

	Item 1
	Aaa
	Bbb
	Ccc

	Item 2
	Ddd
	Eee
	Fff



All figure and images must be referred to in the text. Figures and images should be numbered sequentially and incorporated into the text as close to the figure reference as possible and should be clearly legible. Figures and images should be centred. The caption / legend should be placed below the figure, be left justified and the font size should be 11. Images should have a minimum of 300 pixels per inch (ppi).


[bookmark: _MON_1563960490][bookmark: _MON_1563960525]Figure 1. Figure captions should be left justified and placed below the figure.
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